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wish to have brought out whether Rainsborough was the first to assert, in 
this period, the doctrine of natural right. Some comment is required on 
the Independent's justification of the army's defiance of parliament on 
"the plea of necessity," "the necessity that knows no law," for such 
procedure is properly the monopoly of supermen. Some instructive 
comparison might be made, too, between the army agitators and the 
Russian Bolsheviki. Lilburne's attacks on the common law and his an- 
ticipation of the present practice with regard to the function of the jury 
and the rights of the accused (pp. 132, 269, 296, 326, 359) should be of 
profound interest to the legal student. 

In spite of a few minor errors the book is a valuable contribution, well 
worth the time it took to prepare. 

Arthur Lyon Cross 

Mine taxation in the United States. By Lewis Emanuel Young, Ph.D., 
assistant professor of business organization, University of Illinois. 
[University of Illinois studies in the social sciences, vol. v, no. 4.] 
(Urbana: University of Illinois, 1916. 275 p. $1.50) 

Mr. Young has given the most comprehensive statement in regard to 
mine taxation presented up to the present time. He includes an his- 
torical statement and comparison of the methods employed in assessing 
and in taxing mining properties, and gives an excellent presentation of 
economic principles as viewed from the standpoint of a trained mining 
engineer. This combined presentation of the economic and the engineer- 
ing features is admirably done and a great deal of information has been 
brought together that will be useful to any one interested in the financial 
side of mining. 

The bibliography includes not only the subjects directly applicable to 
taxation but covers a wide range of collateral subjects and any one who 
has to do with mine finance and mine valuation will find this bibli- 
ography most useful. 

The introductory chapters give very fully the history of taxation, par- 
ticularly in the United States; also a general discussion of the theory 
upon which different systems of taxation are based and the application 
of these theories to the levying of taxes on mining properties. The au- 
thor then discusses the administration of the different methods in con- 
nection with different kinds of mines, mainly iron, coal, gold, petroleum, 
and natural gas and gives the experience in connection with taxation ex- 
periments in a number of different states, particularly those in which a 
definite method has been attempted for getting at the value of the prop- 
erties; as for instance, in Minnesota in connection with the iron ore 
mines, in Michigan where Finlay appraised copper and iron properties, 
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in Wisconsin and Arizona; also a discussion of the taxation of the an- 
thracite mines. 

Chapter vm, headed the "Taxation period," shows methods that have 
been used in different states for the gathering of taxes and the part 
played by the mines as tax producers. Chapter ix summarizes a num- 
ber of suggested methods of taxation and reforms in connection with 
them, together with the criticisms and suggestions of mining engineers 
and mine operators, state taxation officials, tax commissions, economists, 
and others. 

Among the important questions outlined as needing agreement as a 
basis for taxation the author gives the following : 

1. Should natural resources be taxed in a manner or by a method 
different from other property ? 

2. Should natural resources be taxed at a higher rate if taxed in the 
same manner as other property ? 

3. Should wasting assets, such as mines, be taxed differently from 
other property? 

4. Should the appraisal of mines for taxation be centralized, that is, 
placed under the immediate supervision of state officers? 

5. Should mines be appraised physically for the purpose of taxation? 
The author outlines the various points that should be considered in 

setting up a system of taxation and gives as the points at present inter- 
esting tax officials and mine operators the following: what mining 
properties shall be taxed; who shall tax it; how shall it be taxed; how 
shall it be valued ; at what rate shall it be taxed ? These are discussed 
in detail and the author's conclusions given together with his argument 
for these conclusions. The book is clearly written and is altogether an 
admirable presentation of the subject. 

H. H. Stoek 

History of the Australian ballot system in the United States. A disserta- 
tion submitted to the faculty of the graduate school of arts and 
literature in candidacy for the degree of doctor of philosophy, Uni- 
versity of Chicago. By Eldon Cobb Evans. (Chicago: University 
of Chicago press, 1917. 102 p. $.75 net) 
Into the brief space of seventy-two pages, Mr. Evans has crowded a 
great amount of information useful to students and teachers of history 
and political science. To the historical student the chief value of the 
monograph lies in the first two chapters which summarize the various 
methods of voting in different geographical sections of the country from 
the colonial period to about 1890. The author has made good use of the 
important monographs by Bishop and McKinley relating to elections and 



